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1. Name

2no CftAr-j-

For HCRS use only

received

ite entered J
historic Rosenwa-} nt Building—
and,or common Michigan Bonier r^„ npnrfmrn.
2. Location

street & number 47th & Michigan Avannp not lor publication

city, town Chicago

Illinois

vicinity of congressional district » 1

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district X public
__X building(s) private

structure bcth— site Public Aoquliition
object in process

county code jm.

Status
—X. occupied

unoccupied

Accessible
_2£_yes: restricted

_ being considered —_ yes: unrestricted

4, Owner of Property

Present Use
agriculture

-X__ commercial
_ SSfciCaSORS!

entertainment

government
_— industrial

military

museum
park

religious

scientific

transportation

: other:

nan. City of Chicago - Chicago Vn»r t..M^_nEB«UJ»Bw^
street & number 320 North Clark Street

city, town Chicago _ vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description
sate Illinois 60610

courthouse, registry otdoeds, etc. Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Cook Countv

street a number 118 North Clark

city, town Chicago

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Register of the Commission of Chicaor, IS

tile Historic! t Architectural gLdtogi,°proper,» been deterrnlrjColole,

on-going .__

state Illinois 60602

date

Depository for surwy records Office of The Ccmmis^ nh

city, town Chicago

-yes _JLno

county _X_ local

saw Illinois
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Inventory of Historic Structures In Chicago-Grand Boulevard,
Illinois Historic Structures Survey, April 1975

IL.Dept. of Conservation, Historic sites Division
Springfield, IL Not determined eligible



7,' Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered _X original site

good ruins -X. altered moved date

.

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

14 stores (two tenants have double stores).

windows are wood casement with wrought iron gratings.

construction, and was acquired as an integral part to
™£f. °£ ^e

block that encompasses the housing project. This structure

stories high and contains 33 units.

The total complex P^^
r™cess ^thfeourtyara iWS/"

arches *-^"3*^5sss«?srtrisss2t
!?reeis S^^ftSfc^?5Sf,S ?network concrete sidewalks.

There are a total of 29 entrances. .
..

The street entrances have imitation granite^^^JfZn™'

merit.

The stair-halls each extend from the basement £1g^f£«£.£r£

railings are ofwood and wrought iron construction.

The typical apartment unit has concrete base «««' f*"
1?^ °^i_

trance per apartment.
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Inspection of the building shows that it is structurally sound with the

exterior and the semi-public spaces virtually intact as designed and

built. Maintenance is presently needed to help upgrade the condition

of the building's roof, window sills and sashes. There is also improve-

ment needed in the brick tuckpoint work.

The building complex is well designed and is presently in reasonably

sound condition. There have not' been any major changes or renovations

to the building which would lessen its physical integrity since its date

of construction.



' 8. 'Significance

Areas of Significance—Check and Justify below_
MI.M4M ~!^SrEre

,

hl5
,

,°ri° -*- """»">'* Pining _ landscape architecture religion— 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law seisnr*.

-,'ErtlS. IT
a9r,CU","e —economics _ literature ZlSto.

"SEE. -SC "™hi"c,u" —education __m,h-y iS_
MONISM 1™, engineering mu5|c humanitarian

Tf.™T commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theaterAlSOO- _ communication. _lndu.tr, — polltlcsTgo»«nment ^transportation
Invention JC_ other (specify)

srre peMEUPMEr^-
Specific date. 19 2j Bunaer/Archltect Ernest Grunsfeld. Jr.
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

Rosenwald Apartment Building - Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments

The Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments were developed in 1929 under theauspices of Chicago philanthropist Julius Rosenwald.

Born in Springfield, Illinois, he became a merchant i'n New York Citvana later in Chicago. *

Through his business ingenuity, he was able to acquire 40% percent of

as tlTh^ ^b
*
Ck S C

£-
St°Ck

-
DUrin9 the manr years of h^ affluence

wf t^l t °£ Sea"' he was a constant contributor to civil causes.
StnE % 5

U
,

S
T
e
u
°f tbe anlversity of Chicago and a longtime board"*; o* Bull House. He also founded the Museum of Science and In

-

™? L Howeve?' hls greatest contributions were to black causes.

£——?™ SV^ *°^r T - Wa="ngton, he contributed to the con-

in^he South,
schools, shops and faculty housing for Negroes

«SrfiS
9
^
a inero?ant, financier and philanthropist he paid great atten-tion to the municipal housing projects, while visiting Vienna. Realizinga shortage of sound housing for blacks and wanting tl demonstrate thatprivate investment could be attracted to such projects, he had hisnephew Ernest Grunsfeld, Jr. design and plan fir sucTa project inChicago to house blacks, since there were few private and public "oncernsfor housing projects up to this time.

PUDiic concerns

™m1MS»?
tP>8

-

f°r th? ""h^*" Boulevard Garden Apartments were the

Hariem
P
c™nity?

Pr°3e"S ** Vle^ "** DunCM HOUSe located *» "« *«*•

^I^'r^-"- 7 million in the project but only 2.4% percentwas earned on the investment during the first seven years. This wasnot enough of course to attract private capital. As a «iul™ _S
I»l as—™SC

a r^1^ Garden APart"ents were not as Success-ful as Rosenwald anticipated. However, through the years, this housinocomplex was to become a model for many to follow.
housing

Architecturally, the Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments are significant because they
demonstrate the incorporation of a protected Interior landscaped courtyard which
provides a common area for all residents having security, privacy, and necessary play
areas for children.
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»^
1
^
73

' *hG C
^
ioa9° Department of Urban Renewal purchased th DrOMlr(.„

in n|4a?°
Vernraent

' "* °therS in P^viding adequatfhlSIing f?r thSse
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Rosenwald Apartment Building, Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

(verbal boundary description and justification)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

£"1/2 o^Thf4n
,«°°» =

i» »i»«on's Subdivision of the South 34 acres of the
?">. = -. ' Cf Section 3 - T°™=hip 38 North, Range 14 East of the3rd P.M. in Cook County, Illinois.

ALSO

^
>t\1

'.
2'»\a?a,

4 ** the ^"Mivision of Lota 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Block S inWinston s Subdivision of the So. 34 acres of the W 1/2 of the SW 1/4 ofSection 3, aforesaid.

All of the North-South 20 ft. vacated alley extending thru Block 5 inWinston's Subdivision, aforesaid. Said alley vacated by ordinance passedDec. 19, 1928 and recorded Jan. 10, 1929 as Doc 10254237.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Devereux Bowly, Jr., The Poorhouse : Subsidized Housing In Chicago, 1895-

1976. Copyright 1978 by Southern Illinois University Press and Fetter and

Simons, Inc. Philpott, Thomas Lee, The Slum and the Ghetto : Copyright
1978 by Oxford University Press, Inc.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property four (4-UACKES +

Quadrangle name JACftbtW BH^JU. - IrJb.
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- Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

1

1

. Form Prepared By

name/title Gilbert J. Cataldo, Commissioner,

organization Department of Housing, City of Chicagtt March 17, 1981

street & number 320 North Clark Street, telephone (312>, 744-8510

Chicago state Illinois "60610

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national ___ state _ .local
.

As the designated State Historic Preservation OffJee>dbr (he National HlstorietPreservatton Act of l96&{PubHc Law 89-

665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion ia the National Register and certify that* has been evaluated

accordir-) to the criteria and procedures set forthVb/ th]e_jeritage Cope&vatkm and Recreation Service.

e-joTiMorlo Preservation Officer signature \f^^ S\ *
.
,., : \

,r Hfnl! inn nnlu ' t ,
'',

title

; For HCRS use only

; I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

£_

-, Keeper of the National Register

Attest: ... -

Chief of Registration 1



ENTRIES IN THE NATIOHAL REGISTER

mm ILLINOIS
STATE

Date Entered AUg F3 1981

Roeenwald Apartment Building Chicago
Cook County

Pulaski Park and Pieldhouse Chicago
Cook County

Also notified

Honorable Charles H. Percy
Honorable Alan Dixon
Honorable Harold Washington
Honorable Dan Rostenkovski

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)8*3 filflfr.

&T3Z3504


